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Minjeong Namkung is a Korean university student studying international business. 
As English is a second language in Korea, Koreans start to learn English when we are in elementary school. Some learn it earlier in English Kindergarten. There is a lot of debate in Korea about when children should start learning English and many begin at a young age through private education. Public schools teach students English when they enter the 3rd grade. The grade when students start to learn English is also debated a lot and it has changed many times.

A lot of the English Education that students receive is from private schools and tutors. I started learning English when I was 9 years old. Like other kids, I studied in English academies and from private tutors before I learned it in my regular school. Academies, which are called Hagwons in Korean, are very common because Korean society is very competitive. 
Both students and their mothers want the best education available, and this makes private tutors and academies common. 
In the public school, most Koreans learn vocabulary and grammar, rather than focusing on speaking or speaking with native speakers. It is because of test-focused learning. In Korea, standardized tests are very common and important and a lot of the English education is designed around these tests. 

Many Koreans learn English for good grades and high test scores, which are called specs in Korean; however, as time goes, people realize how important speaking is. That’s why more and more people trying to study abroad these days and the number of English-speaking focused academies is increasing. 
I was lucky to have a unique English learning experience when I was younger. I spent part of middle school and high school (from 8th grade to 12th grade) in Georgia, United States. I decided to study abroad because my parents thought the US had a better and less stressful education system than Korea. They also wanted me to experience new cultures and view the world from a wider perspective. Now I can’t imagine my life without my childhood in the United States. 
I am currently a teacher/leader in an English-speaking academy, and many students join this because they want to improve their English skills. My students are in different levels. I am in charge of three different levels: introduction, beginners and advanced. Introduction and beginners are people who need English skills to go abroad or workers who found English necessary in their workplaces. 
When I talk to students I sometimes ask them why they study English. Some regret that they didn’t study English before. Some students have told me that they found it very uncomfortable to not speak English when traveling in other countries. I think many Koreans would like to speak English fluently for their jobs or for traveling to other countries. Many adults now realize how important speaking is for work and travelling and they are also starting to take classes that focus on speaking and pronunciation, like the ones that I teach.

I think English education in Korea is changing because many Korean now see that speaking is more important than grammar. I also realize that I had some unique experiences of learning English and I’m really happy that I had these experiences. 

