Engaged Online
Sandra Plazibat, Serbia

Sandra Plazibat has been teaching in the Sixth Belgrade Grammar school for 20 years. She has been investigating and finding new ways to motivate her students all that time. She holds an M.A. and is a Teacher Trainer. She has successfully participated as a speaker at ELTA and RELO conferences and contributed with written articles to professional magazines. Email: plazibat@eunet.rs
Introduction
The title of my article conjures up an image of an engagement ring that links the 4Cs of 21st century learning: communication, creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration. I will try to share with you my experiences of teaching online during the pandemic and I hope you will stay wedded to the ideas in your future work. 
First, I should mention that my students are aged 14 to 18. I conducted the activities in the first and third year classes of 30 students each.  They generally took up the whole 45 minute lesson, since we needed much time online for some simple things.  When teaching face-to-face, the class was divided in two groups and therefore you will see some activities meant for two groups here (but which can be done with the whole class, or multiple groups.)
How to keep your students engaged online?
In order not to let my students ghost during online teaching I tried to make as many interactive activities as possible and keep them engaged at the other end of the line. On the one hand, it was time consuming, but on the other, quite challenging and refreshing. I was tired but happy to have risen to the challenge and received praises for work well-done. 
So, I managed to keep them engaged and active while covering:

1. VOCABULARY

2. GRAMMAR

3. DISCUSSION

4. RESEARCH WORK

And, now, I would like to cover each item individually
Vocabulary
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When you need to deal with the new vocabulary it is best to have fun and turn it into a game. My first idea was the crosswords since I know that students love them.  I set out to find a website that allows you to build a crossword puzzle that you can share with the class. When you start the search, you will see that there are many, some of them free, some that you have to pay for and yet others that are limited. 
I told my students to highlight certain words in the text and then shared my screen on GMeet, which is the official school’s platform. This is what they saw:
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column across and column down with the clues to the highlighted words in the text. This is, unfortunately, not an interactive tool, so they gave me the words and I filled out the spaces with the answers. After finishing the puzzle, I just left the link in the online classroom so they can always open it and study. 
The other possibility is that you post the link to the blank puzzle online, tell them to do it beforehand and come prepared for the class. The site also offers the possibility of downloading the puzzle in Word or PDF form, that you can share instead of the link. 

Google slides are another option for practicing vocabulary and here is how. Open Google slides and make a list of words in column A and column B that students have to match. You need to make students document editors so they can do the task. 
Column A are the words from the text and column B the clues written in text boxes. Why in text boxes? Well, to make the activity interactive they have to do the task and they can’t move the clues in Column B unless they are in the text boxes. This way they can move around the slide. 
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The students found this as interesting as the crosswords and again, they have the access to the slides when you share the link in the classroom. 
Grammar
When dealing with grammar I found Google docs and slides most useful. Firstly, you can always leave the link in the online classroom so they can go back to the activity. Secondly, they do the activity in real time and you monitor what they do. And thirdly, there is a trace of what they did and what you, as a teacher, corrected. 
In this class, I was covering Reported Speech and the sequence of tenses. You know that it takes time and practice until you get those right and here is what it looked like. We were practicing the translation from one language to the other, with emphasis on the tenses and word order in reported sentences. 
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Here, I used Google slides with Reported questions where they had to put the words in the correct order again by moving the words across the slide. 
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How to have an ONLINE class discussion?
If you remember, I have already mentioned that our classes were split into 2 groups while face-to-face teaching at school. I used this division in online teaching as well, telling one group to go to document 1 and the other to go to document 2. I gave them 10-15 minutes’ preparation time during which they had to write down their arguments one below the other in their document, sign their names and then read the document of the opposite group, so we could later discuss in GMeet together. One group was speaking in favour and the other one against the topic. 
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Provide arguments “for”. You have 15 minutes and then we will be discussing it in
Meet.

e List your ideas below and put your name next to your sentence (like this!

-Teacher

» Working and studying at the same time could be a great opportunity for young people
that are in highschool and maybe even college. They could gain a ot of experience for
later on in lfe. It is often the case that young people work at such young age just
because of the money.Another benefitis that they also make a lot of friends at work and
socialize more -Lana

Many need honey.some people do not have the opportunity to be supported by their parents
during their studies. They have to work,and finance their education by themselves!They work
harder and have more work experience later This is not so bad work habits are so important for
all of us It is important to work hard and work on yourself.eam money for yourself and learn how
to spend it In this way we will lea to allocate money and the time to leam how to acquire many
habits. This can be useful for all of us People like this soak up (apsorb) knowledge much faster
because their brains work constently We all need to try to work and lea at the same time.and.
see how hard itis. but, again it is better to us gL JUBICA BIORCEVIC &
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CLASS DISCUSSION
Topic:

Many young people decide to work and study at the same time How do you and
your friends feel about it?

Provide arguments “against”. You have 15 minutes and then we will be
discussing it in Meet.

e List your ideas below and put your name next to the sentence.- Teacher

Use some of the following as associations for your ideas: badly-paid, gain experience, less time
for yourself, eam your own money, gain new skills, may feel overworked;

And the following expressions: The outcome of..., Consequently...., This could trigger....,
Broadly speaking...., In general..., Itis often the case that...., On the whole..., It s often the
case that ..., People tend fo....., Some would say.

Or, the adjectives: challenging=demanding, fulfilling=rewarding, important=high-powered,
‘monotonous=tedious, secure=stable.

And, don't forget the phrasal verbs: to take on, to pick up, to keep on, to keep up, to draw

Working and studying at the same time is very common nowadays, considering how criteria for
entering certain colleagues in Serbia is very high, and students loan really isn't an amazing
option when thoroughly analysed. That means that it often is not a surprise when youth decides
to pursue some sort of work while studying simultaneously.

This could trigger a lot of troubles for those young people who get themselves involved in this
types of predicaments, almost right after they have become what is considered independent It is
no secret that studying in Serbia is exhausting, and without proper time organisation, strong
enough will and discipline to go forward constantly, college is hard enough in itself Adding jobs
to that situation does not help the mental state and position of the students. This extra pressure
to be able to do both at the same time etc etc, but mainly etc Vukasin Byeson Tolic




To get what you really want out of this activity, I recommend you add some requirements in respect of the tenses, vocabulary, or whatever you wish to practice. The materials stay in the classroom for some future “for” and “against” essay. 
The remaining 30 minutes of the class were “student talking time” when I simply unmuted the student who raised their hand and then the next who wanted to reply.  You will later see that these were their favourite online classes. 

Research work

After covering a topic, you can always give an assignment for them to do individually. Be this homework or research of some kind, make sure to provide the following:

· clear instructions, 

· deadline and, 

· schedule a class when you are going to listen to your students presenting ONLINE.
In this case they are the ones sharing the screen and their slides or results of their work. Instruct them to use photos, polls, text or tables, depending on the topic.

If the HW is meant to be checked asynchronously, you can instruct your students to 
· use vocaroo.com to record their presentation, and
· insert the link into the slide so you can listen to it at any time!
Our topic at the time was “Street Art” and Banksy, so I gave them an assignment to prepare a “Virtual exhibition”, presenting their favourite piece by Banksy. 
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These were Google slides again, but students could have used Padlet, as well. 

Here is something extra you will find interesting:  my colleagues tell me that it takes a lot of courage to come out and ask your students to grade you. Well, I wouldn’t say I was brave, I was just so very curious to see what they thought of it all. 

The results of the survey
Here are the screenshots of the questions I asked and the answers I got in the survey examining my online teaching skills:
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You see, the class discussion is, by far, the most popular activity.
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73 percent is quite high and this was what I was aiming at in the first place.
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I guess these are the generations born with technology as a way of living.
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Yessss!
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I take pride in the marks I got.

This was my story about having fun teaching online. I am certain there are teachers out there with many more examples of good practice so I wanted to share my story with you and make contact should you want to.
Please check the Pilgrims f2f courses at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Pilgrims online courses at Pilgrims website.

