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If you don't believe you could possibly fail the
next test and in spite of all the advice from
your colleagues and supporters decide that the
test should take place much earlier than legally
required, you should choose an online test

location in France, hoping that test-takers do not feel the need
to choose Le Pen and Le Paper. Unfortunately, the fest event in
summer 2024 showed the fallibility of such a strategy, which can
leave test-takers looking like a squashed French Macaron.

If you feel that the test environment in the
actual examination vense had an adverse
effect on your performance leaving you unable
1o answer any of the questions, simply explain
to your British tutor that you are an activist
member of the Green Party and that your ultimate aim was indeed
1o achieve NET ZERO in the test.

If you discover that you got all the
multiple-choice questions wrong as a result
of putting your cross X" in the wrong box,
you should blame Elon Musk who with his
unfettered free speech policies is
mwshkfurdlwquuspwsc,asmﬁuws:m'M
United States on Tuesday, 5" November. God bless the next
Musk-driven hyper-efficient US administrationl Will the FBI
become an FIB?

If you would like to combine your citizenship language test with a
unique intercultural
experience, apply to take
your test in thé:United
Kingdom or in Ttaly, two
countries  which  will
guarantee you a free ONE-WAY trip o a country that might
otherwise never have been on your bucket-list of destinations.
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THE TESTING TIMES 'CHEAT SHEET'
FOR LANGUAGE TEST-TAKERS

Did you know that 2024 was the ultimate year for national
elections? In fact, it was described by the NEW YORKER in its
15™ January 2024 edition as THE BIGGEST ELECTION YEAR IN
HISTORY. More than seventy countries with over half the world's
population went to the polls during the last twelve months.

In many of these countries, leading politicians and their respective
parties have been attempting to employ, or in some cases have
successfully employed a variety of avoidance and evasion
strategies and other devious ploys in order fo enhance their
chances of gaining or regaining power. These strategies have now
been analysed by the Assessment of Language Testing and
Elections, an organisation sponsored by TESTING TIMES, which
has been conducting extensive research into the question of how
certain electoral procedures currently in use across the world might
help candidates in their decision which language examination to
take, where and when o take the test and how best to prepare
o achieve the highest possible grade.

example, when asked by their students how best to revise
phbbndi O

US election expert Donald Trump, i.e.
“Npill Babvy Drilll”
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If you fail your examination, but - unlike
your teacher and all other people who know
your actual language skills - refuse to accept
the idea that you could possibly be a 'loser’,
I you can simply appeal to the Supreme Court
o grant you immunity from all linguistic errors and mistakes.
If you think there is a slight possibility that
you might not furn out to be the best
performer in your class or could even fail
the test, the best place to sit an exam is
the United Kingdom, where as a result of
the democratically and psychometrically unsound grading system
known as FPTT - FIRST PAST THE TEST - you can achieve an
overwhelming score of almost 64%, even though you might ‘labour”
1o actually only get about 33% of the available points, which is
neither proportional to nor representative of your actual
competence.

- | If you have problems understanding the
sometimes subtle differences between the

distractors found in authentic and valid
multiple-choice questions, it is advisable to
take your next test in Moscow, where all

credible distractors are secretly
eliminated before the test is even printed, and only the least
plausible or completely implausible alternatives to the intended
correct choice are allowed.
If you generally suffer from exam nerves
and tend to be extremely worried about
possibly failing, you should avoid taking the
test in Belgium as that country is renowned
for the record time it takes fo work out the
fest results. The test conducted on 9™ June 2024 has still not
produced a final result, and in 2020 it took a world-record-beating
652 days () before the outcome was finally published.
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German candidates who believe that one of
the interlocutors in their group (coalition)
oral format of three candidates is
deliberately blocking both their productive
skills and their communication channels are
advised to adopt the alternative strategy of pre-empting potential
failure in the next regular test by initiating a VOTE of NO-

CONFIDENCE, or perhaps NO-SELF-CONFIDENCE, in their own
personal productive and receptive skills, not to mention their
consensus-finding competence. This allows them to offer an
alternative earlier test date and possibly surprise all other
candidates who may not be as sufficiently well prepared. This so-
called Alternative for Germany subterfuge has been dubbed "Olaf's
Swan Song”.

If you feel that there are far too many
foreign-language  tests  entering  your
country and that as a result it is difficult
for you fo find a centre that can offer you
" a test date in the language you are learning,
you should campaign to increase the minimum pass mark for all
such foreign-language test imports, e.g. 100% surcharge on
Chinese tests, 80% on Latin American Spanish - a 'beautiful’ and
‘tarriffic idea to trump all your competitors!
If you feel that your chances of passing a
test would be substantially increased by being
able to smuggle a bottle of wine info the test
centre, you should apply to take the test in
London i.e. 10 Downing Street - (password
Partygate-BYOB) and claim it is your birthday party.

If you are not af all interested in taking a
speaking test, but merely want to be assessed
in your reading and listening skills, you should
apply to take a Turkish language examination
in Istanbul, where all people are constantly
supervised as a means of checking their level of Recep-tivity.
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If like the UK Conservative Party you suffered
an overwhelming and highly embarrassing
failure in your last test and do not wish fo
wait another five years for your next chance,
imply start a petition fo reduce the five-year
period fo six months. NB: This only works if you are supported by
the DAILY EXPRESS, the DAILY MAIL, the DAILY TELEGRAPH
and newspapers owned by like-minded press barons.

Avoid taking part in tests that are being
offered in an increasingly large number of
countries fo the south and the east of the
European Union. You may otherwise discover
that, although your answers are right, you fail
the tfest because the answers were not right enough, as the
income-bent leaders in those countries demand far-right or even
extremist far-right responses to all questions.

In certain countries of the world there are

restrictions on who can take part in tests, the E i~

reasons for exclusion usually being based on
definitions given in the CEFR e.g. "No, you

Khan't” Instead you may find yourself in a

house of correction, which unfortunately is not an institution
designed to promote language accuracy.

If the language you wish to be teste:

is Gaelic, you should take the exam in
Ireland where they have the so-called
Single Transferable Vote procedure. This

means that you have two chances to
choose the correct answer. If the first choice is unsuccessful,
your second choice counts. This is excellent for TRUE/FALSE
Tests, where there are only two possible answers, thus
guaranteeing a PASS grade for all test-takers. This system is
designed to ensure more people will be motivated to learn Gaelic -
one of the so-called minority languages in Europe.
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' 1 the language you wish to be tested in
is Korean, you have two options when
choosing a location. You can apply to the
N official fest centre in Pyongyang, which
offers the unique benefit of all multiple-choice items being reduced
0 one single option due to the country's lack of resources and the

president's insistence that there is NO alternative. However, the
entrance and above all exit regulations are extremely strict and
can result in you remaining a borderline candidate for the rest of
your life.

For Korean fests, the better location N
Tharefors seams 1o belcSmINEESEII 4 g S
that the elected president has shown how ‘.,'
test-takers disappointed with their official Y @
result can protest the outcome of their test
by requesting that the army surround the test centre until your
failure has been revoked.
Learners of Finnish and their teachers
should always remember that it is not
acceptable for successful people to be
seen in public singing and dancing and
enjoying themselves in Finnish venues.
This can lead to them being disqualified,
or even having o submit to drug fests, despite the German BILD
‘newspaper’ describing such people fo be the ‘coolest’ prime
candidates in Europe. In other words: when taking a test in Finland
you should never give the impression that you are enjoying the
experience, otherwise failure is inevitable.
If you are wondering who might be™considered to be the most
dublous success of 2024, we need to
look no further than Brussels, where
chief test-taker Ursula in her campaign
for the European Parliament test on 6™
- 9th June failed to declare that simple
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far-right answers as proposed in Rome are not acceptable. To
streamLEYEN her own personal success, she instead chose the
LEVEN of least resistance, declining to draw a LEYEN in the sand,
thus blurring the LEYENS for more than 450 million raters in the
27 countries of the European Union. By following the right-of -
centre conservative party LEVEN, she crossed the centre LEYEN
and consequently left a door open for a risky re-a-LEYEN-ment
of political discourse in Europe. A sufficiently high number of
raters fell for this strategy, as a result of which she was able to
LEYEN her own pockets with sufficiently high ratings to be able
to lay down the LEYEN in post-examination consensus-finding
activities. The bottom LEYEN now is that in many areas correct
answers might be o longer just right, but have o be at least far-
right, perhaps even hardLEYEN extreme right. Let us hope this
will mean the end of the LEVEN at the next assessment in five
years' time.




