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Introduction

In the April issue of HLT I shared my favourite ideas for Creativity Through Constraints in speaking. Constraints  are not an obstacle to speaking or writing. For writing I don’t have in mind sophisticated forms like haiku, tanka or sijo. 
In a language class we may want to use simpler ideas before we branch out into such kinds of poetry. Here is one of my favourite ideas for writing.
Introduction: Where the inspiration came from
You may have seen this 6 word story.
For sale: baby shoes, never worn

It is attributed to Ernest Hemingway, and  this is what Wikipedia says about its origins: “The claim of Hemingway's authorship originates in an unsubstantiated anecdote about a wager between him and other writers. In a 1991 letter to Canadian humorist John Robert Colombo, science fiction writer Arthur C. Clarke recounts: "He's [Hemingway] supposed to have won a $10 bet (no small sum in the '20s) from his fellow writers. They paid up without a word. (...). I still can't think of it without crying”

Activity 1

Ask the students to write a short story expanding on the theme of the story written by Hemingway (give a rough word limit). Then students compare their texts.
Activity 2

The Hemingway text is believed to have been inspired by the following newspaper article. 

[image: image1.png]TRAGEDY OF BABY'’S DEATH IS
REVEALED IN SALE OF CLOTHES

The world is indeed a complica tion of joys and sorrows, a continu-
ous play made up of tragedy and comedy, and even in every day life,
ftems and experience, small and unusual to us, perhaps, is woven a
Hlttle story of the heart.

Last Saturday an ad. appeared in a local paper which read:
“Baby’'s hand made trousseau and baby's bed for sale. Never been
used.” The address was on East Mission street.

‘This perhaps meant little to the casual reader, yet to the mother
who had spent hours and days planning the beautiful things for her
tiny baby, it meant a keen sorrow and disappointment.

She had, perhaps, dreamed of the time when her little one shou'd
be grown up and could, with a source of pride, look back upon its
babyhood days and display the handiwork of its mother in the first
baby clothes worn and the first trundle bed it had slept in when it
first opened its eyes upon the beauties of the world.

But the hand of fate had been unkind and took from the devoted
parents the little one which was destined to be the sunshine and light
of their life, and the mother, in a desire to forget her sorrow by part-
ing with anything which reminded her of the little one, advertised the
garments at a sacrifice.





Select a short newspaper text which lends itself to creating a 6 word story. Ask the students to condense it to a six word summary. The students then compare their six word stories. It can be a competition.
Variations

You can do that with a number of newspaper articles or course book listening or reading texts.
Activity 3
Give each student a different 6 word story from http://www.sixwordstories.net/.

Ask them to write their stories (give a rough word limit). Display the students’ stories and the 6 word stories you have selected. The students have to match them.
Please check the Enhancing Language Learning through Creativity course at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Creating a Motivating Environment course at Pilgrims website.

Please check the 21st Century Skills for Language Teachers course at Pilgrims website.

