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Mario Rinvolucri, founding father of Pilgrims, UK

Mario Rinvolucri is a retired teacher, teacher trainer and author. He was one of the founding fathers of Pilgrims where he worked for well over 40 years. He started and ran Humanising Language Teaching website magazine for seven years before he handed over to Hania Kryszewska. He regularly contributed to The Teacher Trainer Journal. His books include: Creative Writing, with Christine Frank, Helbling, Multiple Intelligences in EFL, with Herbert Puchta, Helbling, Unlocking Self-Expression through NLP, with Judy Baker, Delta Books, New edition of Vocabulary, with John Morgan, OUP, Humanising your Coursebook, Delta Books, Using the Mother Tongue, with Sheelagh Deller, Delta Books, Ways of Doing, with Paul Davis and Barbara Garside, CUP, Imagine That with Herbert Puchta and Jane Arnold, Helbing, Creative Writing with Christine Frank, Helbing. I believe an almost complete  list is to be seen here.

Six years ago, or so…

When Mario was going through his notes and files, he sent me many letters and among them this message.
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Back in 1987


The ‘little piece’ had been typed in a very old-fashioned way on a typewriter that clearly needed a new ribbon; it was accompanied by this note.
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Clearly the letter had been written in the days Tessa Woodward, John Morgan, Paul Davis and Jim Wingate were all part of the Pilgrims scene, and Adrian was “Mr. Adrian Underhill”.

2024

So, I wrote to Adrian asking what happened to the text, and here is his reply:

	





Insignificance (original version)
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More by Mario

Some articles in HLT I recommend.

Using Questions the Way We Did back in the Last Millennium

Thank You Japan

21 creative-writing techniques: Letters across the classroom

The Alternative Way: Green Line 1 Klett Ernst Klett Verlag GmbH

Creativity through Strict Timing in Story-telling

Some interviews

https://www.tefltraininginstitute.com/podcast/2019/9/3/teacher-supervision-without-observation-with-mario-rinvolucri

https://hlt.digital/profiles/mario-rinvolucri/videos/




Please check the Pilgrims f2f courses at Pilgrims website.

Please check the Pilgrims online courses at Pilgrims website.
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Hi Hania
I've found the TD newsletters from 1987 and 1988, and surprisingly Mario's article Insignificance is not in them.

| cannot understand why not, assuming | received it in the first place.
Best wishes
Adrian
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Une afterncon in May I ran a workshop for collesgues in Edinburgh. The
workshop title wes Find out how you teach. I had never met any of these
pecple before and so had no idea of their current preaccupations. To get them
to define the aress they find worth thinking apout in their work I asked each
person to decide which avess of his or her teaching were insignificant.

People then worked in threes discussing which aress seem insignificant and
why. This discussion became animated and so it seemed worth asking the threes
to report to tne whole group. Here were some of tme sreas of insignificance
mentioned:

- the problem of getting students to achieve correct piteh in English -
this persen felt that he did not know enough about pitch to even begin
thinking about how to teach it.

- group dynamics - this person felt that much too awch ie opoken end written
about forming groups etc..... He felt that groups form naturally, the
teacher .ot the way s/he does, and there you ere.

- being clesn und taking breath sweeteners - this colleague said, with
consiceraole emotion, thut this was an ares we all paid attention o us we
@l had to come physically close to students. Since we do keep clesn and
sweeten nur breath we can forget sbout it - it is insignificant!

- Wocry apout discipline - the person in question had, three years ado,
trensferred from school teaching to adult education. Discipline was &
central sres of worry for her in school. The questicn slipped inta
insignificance in an odult environment.

Naively I had expected the areas of insignificance to lead fast intn Lhowe uf
‘official' significance. In fact there wes a grest geul of interest directly
generated by the definitions of insignificance.

Perhaps this mechanism could be of use in your TD group?
For the laniusge class

The same idea could be applied in the language clasr. If you went oeonle o
preoare to do an exercise centred on the year in which they were 1+, yiu might
ask them to think back and decide who was the most unimportent perton in
school and st home when they were 14, In the search for those two nenple chey
will viflo through meny memories, but will not hsve to share all these with
others in the group. A paredoxical but very effective instruction.
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